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Bouillon and Baldwin who came through Hungary. In the
spring of 1097 Bohemond and Tancred arrived, followed at
short intervals by Robert of Flanders, Raymond of Toulouse,
and lastly Robert of Normandy, who was accompanied by
Stephen of Blois. All of these, with the exception of
Raymond who went overland via Dalmatia, took the sea
passage from South Italy to Greece. Alexius's preparations
were admirable. He had been able to obtain exact informa-
tion as to the various expeditions, so that he had not any-
where been taken by surprise. At every point where the
crusaders entered his territories he had guides to conduct them,
and en route he provided them with supplies of food, at the
same time posting troops to check any attempts at pillage. He
was successful in shepherding them on their way, but when
he tried to convoy them across to Asia Minor they resisted,
and he had to submit to the rendezvous at Constantinople.

Still, as they came separately, he was able to deal with Their
each in turn before they had an opportunity of concerting
their plans. He showed his sagacity by demanding from
each an oath of fealty to himself, thus assuring that the
territories recovered by the crusaders would be restored to
imperial suzerainty. Raymond of Toulouse alone refused to
take the oath ; Godfrey of Bouillon hesitated for some time;
the others, even Bohemond, assented at once. To feudal
barons, accustomed to an overlord, such an oath was natural
and not humiliating; but Alexius probably did not realise
how lightly the obligation sat upon them. He did more to
reconcile them to his service by the favours and the gold he
showered on them when they had taken the oath. It was
arranged that conquests in Asia Minor and Syria should be
restored to the Empire, some of them in full possession some
to be held as fiefs by the Latins ; Alexius promised military
assistance, especially for the capture of Antioch, on which he
set great store. Palestine, it was understood, was to be at
the disposal of the Latins. Thus the difficulties and dangers
* attending the assembling of the crusaders at Constantinople
were overcome, and Alexius reaped the first-fruits of his
successful diplomacy when the crusading army captured for
him the town of Nicaea in June 1097.

The   capture  of  Nicaea  was   important  also'for  t
crusaders, since an enemy in possession of it would have Asia Minor

16